enced.
The first three chapters are devoted to methods of recording information, of measuring pressures and of detecting shunts, and are followed by a lucid explanation of the principles underlying the calculation of cardiac output and shunts. Technical details of angiocardiographic equipment and of cardiac catheters are well covered, and there are three helpful and informative chapters on the practical aspects of catheterization. Two chapters follow on angiocardiography, a brief mention of anesthesia, a chapter on complications and a most interesting final section in which the assessment of results is discussed at length. Very sensibly, the radiographs have all been grouped at the end to make an atlas, in which there are examples of various catheter positions and angiocardiograms showing most of the lesions encountered, although coronary arteriography is surprisingly omitted. The standard of reproduction is excellent. No postgraduate entering the field of cardiology, as physician, surgeon or radiologist can afford to be without this book. SIMON 
REES
Great Teachers of Surgery in the Past A collection of articles from Brit. J. Surg. 1964-68 pp 147 illustrated cloth 37s 6d paper 30s Bristol: John Wright 1969 Each article in this fascinating book is written by someone who worked with and knew the subject personally, or at least was in a very good position to give a brief personal account of the man and his life. There is no set form to the articles. Most of them are about general surgeons; but specialists are included and many pioneered the development of their particular specialty. This short volume is thus unique. It begins (alphabetically) with McNeil Love's article on Hamilton Bailey, a man who directly and indirectly probably brought enlightenment to more students of surgery than any other. Then comes Girling B(all by Paterson Ross (with a candid camera shot of Ball lecturing), Seymour Barling, James Berry, Hugh Cairns, Choyce, Fairbank, Ernest Finch . . . and so on through a list of distinguished men, who are described with affection, respect and humour. Pictures of other people come in: the Court of Examiners in Birmingham; Russians with Gordon Taylor; sons of surgeons now following their fathers' footsteps; the Moynihan Club with Grey Turner; the Council of the College with Cuthbert Wallace; Hugh Owen Thomas with Robert Jones; surgeons when they were young and when they were old. My only regret is that this book is too short, and too many outstanding men have not been included. All surgeons, students of surgery and medical biographers of our times should possess it. ALAN 
HUNT

Infectious Diseases: Epidemiology and Clinical Practice by A B Christie MA MD DPH DCH pp viii + 1047 illustrated £6 Edinburgh & London: E & SLivingstone 1969
Although change is a constant and fundamental feature of infectious disease many factors, such as the increase in host resistance consequent upon higher standards of physical well-being, particularly in children, the success of immunization in controlling diseases such as diphtheria and poliomyelitis, and the advent of a vast range of chemotherapeutic drugs, have all contrived to bring about an unprecedented alteration in their pattern and have engendered a state of euphoria in which it is too readily assumed that all the problems of infection have been solved. Thus, mention is seldom made of the fact that of approximately 500 cases of acute meningococcal infection notified each year in England & Wales, one-fifth prove fatal. Nor has the rather gloomy position in regard to infections of the alimentary tract been squarely faced; only typhoid, paratyphoid and the Flexner form of dysentery are in any way amenable to chemotherapy, acute gastroenteritis of infants is still liable to assume epidemic form with high mortality, and the phenomenon of transfer resistance factor has presented a new and formidable problem. Further, the vast range of virus infections do not respond to any known antibiotic; some, like infectious hepatitis, have become a major public health hazard; some, like Coxsackie, may cause irreparable damage to heart or central nervous system, with fatal results. These are but a few of the many considerations which justify the publication of a book dealing exhaustively with the whole wide field of infectious diseases in their modern context. Dr Christie rejects traditional adherence to a set format, leaving himself free to emphasize the features that he considers pertinent to particular infections. He has the rare faculty of setting out a great mass of facts in an eminently readable fashion; thus each chapter is a story which is simply and logically told and rendered fascinating by the author's great erudition and scholarship. The extensive bibliography is adequate testimony to his claim that he has 'read widely'. Although its 1,000 pages make it too full a work for undergraduate study, it fulfils the author's claim that it is written for 'fellow physicians, for Medical Officers of Health and for postgraduate students'. It should long remain a final book of reference on this large and important field of acute medicine.
A MELVIN RAMSAY
Clinical Investigation of Gastrointestinal Function by Ian A D Bouchier MD MRCP pp xiv+285 illustrated 30s
Oxford & Edinburgh: Blackwell Scientific 1969 This is a most excellent book. It brings together in one volume of 280 pages the basic details of nearly 200 tests and procedures used in clinical gastroenterology. It follows from the number of tests described that many of the descriptions are necessarily brief, but in nearly all cases references are given to papers from which further details can be obtained, if needed. The range of tests described is very great, including clinical, radiological, endoscopic, manometric and biochemical tests. Clinical tests include techniques of biopsy of stomach, small intestine, peritoneum, colon and liver. Radiological techniques embrace wedged hepatic venography, selective coeliac arteriography and percutaneous transhepatic cholangiography.
A number of tests have been included which in the author's opinion are of limited value, such as pancreatic stimulation after morphine administration. Many other tests also will no doubt be discarded in due course, but the policy of includ-ing these tests is clearly worthwhile as it enables them to be reviewed and assessed. Many oldfashioned tests have been revived again later.
Further editions of the book will be necessary but in the meantime it will be found extremely useful, particularly by house physicians and registrars with limited experience in gastrointestinal work who need a new technique for tackling a difficult problem. This volume, very conveniently and in reasonable compass, covers the subject of heart disease generally amenable to surgical treatment. It is as up to date as possible in a volume of this type and subject, is supplemented by a good bibliography, and should be valuable to both general and specialist advanced trainees.
The book may be quickly read and is easy for reference. The numerous illustrations are well chosen; but many show indication that the artist is unfamiliar with the subject. For example, the shallow cusps of the aortic valve on page 97 (and indeed most of the other aortic valves depicted) would be grossly incompetent. On page 99 the prosthetic valve has been inserted upside down! As a whole, the half-tone reproductions of diagrams are of good quality and most of the angiograms make their point; but the photographs of pathological specimens are much less clear.
The text, by contrast, is direct and clear. In a volume of this size and of such compressed compass it is easy to make many criticisms of omission, but certain are worthwhile noting. The part played by excess oxygen tensions in the genesis of 'pump lung', the early British work on closed pulmonary valvotomy, the use of direct 'holding' operations in tetralogy of Fallot and the use of induction type heart pacing with external exciting box are all worthy of mention.
Thorough editorial revision should greatly improve the second edition of an already valuable book, which is rather highly priced for personal purchase in this country. With this issue 'Current Therapy' attains its majority, entering its 21st year of publication. As in previous years, most of the articles are new, as
